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Dear Friends:

When the Sprlng time MEXT GENE.'_-\'_:'.TEDN

of the year comes DEMOCRATIC SUMMIT
_.around, many people
have a tradition of Y TR R
doing some spring

. On April 21, more than 250 students and young leaders from
cleaning. Some make

45 states and territories attended the first “Next Generation

. over their place of Democratic Summit.” The daylong summit was chaired by
. residence and others begin outdoor Democratic Leaders Nancy Pelosi and Tom Daschle and co-
 activities. Spring is a time of renewal chaired by Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton and Leader Pelosi's

. . “Thirty Something Working Group.”
. and revitalization. Iy "9 "9 P

“Democrats are committed to listening to and working with

: Democrats have returned from the young people,” Leader Pelosi said. “We are hosting the Next
- Spring recess with a renewed energy Generation Democratic Summit to have an open discussion
- and commitment to fighting against about the issues that affect young people’s future and to
: . - work together to get young people more involved. We are
. Requl'can g_ssaults on C.hlldl’en, pleased to have the talent and enthusiasm of young Ameri-
- working families and seniors. We cans across the country who
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi - will continue to propose legislation volunteer in their communities to
- through the 108th Congress that will help make our country a better

. . . jace.”
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*
) * - ) ) During the Summit, students and
Next Generation & - | encourage you to review this young leaders raised issues
Democratic Summit % - bulletin and share the information including higher education, the
Page 1 * [ with your constituency and other economy, Irag, and the environ-
. . . ment. Members of Congress also ;
* I d . ) - Leader Pelosi greets Townhall speaker
Earth Day * . eaders In your community. listened to a panel discussion City Commissioner Andrew Gillum from
; i Tallahassee, FL.
Page 1 * " with Jean-Marie Lawson, a '
9 * - Sincerely, young businessperson from Kentucky, and Andrew Gillum, a
L * Tallahassee City Commissioner, on how they became involved
EI_|m|na_1t_|ng Health * : ﬂmc"'ﬂ mﬂ'\- in public service, and how they encourage other young
Disparities - , people to get involved.
Page 2 * - Nancy Pelosi
: - House Democratic Leader “Young people are an enormous voting block, but they do not
Overtime is Overdue x vote in numbers equal to their power,” Pelosi t_old the students
Page 2 * . and young leaders. “Only 64 percent of Americans ages 18 -
. . 30 are registered to vote, and only 42 percent actually voted
: . Earth Day 2004: A Tlmetp Work in 2000. fqogether, we can chang)é theze statistics. B)l/,lt we
X Together to Protect the Environment need your help to mobilize youth to vote. By changing the
- . statistics on who votes, we can change the direction of our
- ® On Thursday, April 22, country.”
2004 the nation
celebrated the 35th
CONTACT US! Earth Day. African Americans and the Environment. Contrary to
. - commonly held assumptions, African Americans often
_I(_);ﬁc%of‘tth? Democratic Leader SR <S89 2 ror _?_ommunm% and make lifestyle choices that help protect the environment.
e Capito : amilies across
H204 c ;| America, Earth Day isatime to work Democrats are fighting to protect the environment from
Washington, DC 20515 -| together to clean up our parks and open attack. Democrats are fighting to keep our air and water
ATTN: Outreach Office .| spaces, and rededicate ourselves to

- clean, protect our public lands, ensure that polluters once
common-sense environmental measures. again pay for toxic waste clean-ups, and prevent the
Administration from auctioning off our environment to the

Phone: 202-225-0100

Fax: 202-226-0939 Democrats are fighting to protect our air, highest bidder.

our water, and our public lands, wildlife, . 37% of Afri Ameri h esticidef
E-mail: ’| and forests. However, since coming into fogzs?o rican Americans purchase pesiicice-ree
NI SHEES @ oIS oAl ~| office, the Bush Administration has been '
uiek/fsyove (o= IEENOY -| working to roll back landmark environmen- « 15% of African Americans consume less meat:
http://www.HouseDemocrats.gov [ ez NefeltSeilelB)

¢ 16% of African Americansdriveless.

Data provided by Paul Mohai, associate professor at the University of Michigan's School of Natural Resources and Environment. The study, entitled
“ Dispelling Old Myths: African American Concern for the Environment,” was published as the cover story of the June 2003 issue of Environment magazine.
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Eliminating Health

Disparities

“ Asanation, our diversity isour strength - economically,
politically, and culturally. But our diversity is not well
served when health care disparitiesin minority communities
go unaddressed. During National Public Health Week, we
must renew our commitment to eliminating minority health
disparities.” - Leader Pelosi

House Democrats joined the nation in recognizing National
Public Health Week, April 5- 11,2004 and National Minority
Health Month. The theme this year was, “Eliminating Health
Disparities.” House and Senate Democrats have introduced
an initiative focused on eliminating health disparities. The
Democratic healthcare equality legislation improves cultural
and linguistic services; increases the diversity of the
healthcare workforce; reduces the occurrence of diseases
suffered disproportionately by minorities; and strengthens
institutions that provide care to minority populations.

* |n 2000, approximately 14 per cent of African Americans,
werein fair or poor health. Approximately 2.7 million
African Americansaged 20 yearsor older have diabetes.
However, one-third of them do not know it.

¢ |nfant mortality rates among blacks are mor e than double
theratefor whites.

¢ African Americanshave substantially higher uninsured
ratesthan white Americans (20 percent vs. 12 per cent).

* African Americansarealso morelikely to have not visited
a health care provider in the past year than white Americans
(17 percent vs. 15 per cent).

Despite the compelling need, Republicans cut funding for the
federal Office of Minority Health by 15 percent and cut
billions from Medicaid, which is often the only source of
health insurance for minorities.

Democratswill continue fighting to eliminate these disparities
and ensure equality in healthcare for all Americans.

Coming next month, Democrats Revisit the Road to Brown and Education Equality in the 21st Century.
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